
 

 
 
There’s no denying the great pleasure of dipping into your wine cellar for a 
special dinner—a real occasion—and being able to choose among bottles 
you’ve collected from the greatest producers in the world: Napa Cabernets that 
have been sheltering there for a few years, inching toward beauty, 
or Bordeaux or Barolos that have been on that path even longer. But what 
about the slightly lesser occasions? The Friday night when your taste buds 
need waking up and you deserve to drink a really interesting bottle, no matter 
what’s for dinner? I’m here to help. I recently concentrated on wines that 
would set you back less than $100, and I can report that the world’s your 
proverbial oyster on this front! 
 
When it comes to good-value bottles, I generally start with strategies for 
finding them: Look for so-called “entry-level” or “second” wines from top 
producers, or their region-wide blends instead of single-vineyard bottles; 
explore lesser-known wine regions (or at least beyond Napa Valley, Bordeaux 
and Burgundy). This time, though, I reverse-engineered the plan. I simply 
started tasting in the price range and then did a look back through the wines 
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that really popped, that over-delivered on quality and excitement. And there 
they were—the same principles I’ve always relied on for finding good-value 
bottles: Terrific winemaking and fascinating alternatives came from 
winemakers whose top bottles are probably aging in your cellar but who offer 
near-similar fruit and winemaking skill in their “declassified” bottlings. And 
wines from regions, New World and Old, that might not be hot items on the 
secondary market proved both delicious and fascinating—from 
Sonoma, Washington state, Italy, Spain, Portugal, South America … 
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